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COYOTES IN  

CROSSWOODS 
By: Leslie Lake 

 Numerous Crosswoods homeowners have called 

the office in the last few weeks after hearing coyotes yipping at night or actually seeing 

one wandering through the area. Seeing coyotes in urban and suburban areas is no longer 

uncommon. In fact, coyotes are now living in every state except Hawaii. City landscape 

workers working nearby reported seeing coyotes along the creek, and I saw one stalking a 

pheasant recently while walking across the bridge behind Costco.   

Coyotes tend to be shy and elusive, but are often seen alone or in groups where 

food is available. They breed in February and March and give birth in April and May. After 

pups are born, they may become protective and aggressive if they perceive a threat to the 

offspring. A family of coyotes establishes a territory that can cover several miles and will 

actively defend that territory from other coyotes. Because their territory can be large, the 

concerns about coyotes here extend beyond Crosswoods. Unfortunately, the City of Citrus 

Heights doesn’t track coyote sightings separately, but lumps reports of wild animals to-

gether, so we don’t know how much of a problem it is elsewhere in the city. 

 Coyotes actually provide benefits to the ecosystem. They help keep rodents and 

other pests under control. In Chicago, geese had become a nuisance until coyotes came 

into the area. Now the goose population is manageable. Part of the reason we saw fewer 

baby turkeys last year is probably due to the presence of the coyotes in our area. 

>>Continued on Page 2. 

 President’s Column   By: President, Bernida Childers 

Neighborhood Watch Chair Gordon Wolfe had written a column about the Arcade  Creek 

Neighborhood Association, which appears elsewhere in this issue and should be of inter-

est to homeowners. Participation in our neighborhood association gives us a direct voice 

to the city council and to the police department. I urge you to consider attending a meet-

ing to learn more about what is going on in Citrus Heights and in our area in particular. 

>>Continued on Page 4. 
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Area 4 Update 
Neighborhood Watch Chair – Gordon Wolfe 

When I mention “Area 4” to 
residents in our neighborhood they 
tend to give me a puzzled look, as if 
Area 4 was a secret military testing 
site located somewhere in Nevada.  
Well, that would be Area 51.  The 
Arcade Creek Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, commonly referred to as 
Area 4, is one of 11 neighborhood 
associations in the City of Citrus 
Heights.  It is our neighborhood association and every-
one who lives in Crosswoods is a member of the associ-
ation whether you own or rent your home. 

So, what do they do?  Neighborhood associa-
tions are made up of grassroots volunteers who work 
together to make our city a better place to live.  Each one 
has a board of directors who meet regularly to solve 
neighborhood problems, such as traffic, crime or blight.  
They also host educational presentations by city officials 

and organization leaders, and they promote community 
involvement, such as volunteer opportunities that enrich 
our community. 

I started attending the Area 4 neighborhood as-
sociation meeting two years ago when I became your 
Neighborhood Watch Committee Chairperson.  At the 
time, I knew very little about our neighborhood associa-
tion.  Initially, my goal was to connect with police officers 
who regularly attend the meetings and discuss emerging 
issues.  However, I soon discovered that there was more 
to the meetings than learning about the latest crime 
wave.  In the past two years I have learned much about 
our city from city officials and organization leaders.  My 
hope is that you will join us, the Arcade Creek Neighbor-
hood Association (Area 4), on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7 pm in Trellis Hall.   Trellis Hall is located next 
to the City Council building on Fountain Square. 

Finally, the Neighborhood Watch Committee will 
be meeting again on Wednesday, May 15, at 7 pm in the 
Crosswoods HOA meeting room.  The room is located 
on the central pathway just north of the office.  All home-
owners and residents are welcome to attend this meet-
ing. 

COYOTES IN CROSSWOODS   
(CONTINUED) 

When you hear coyotes howling at night,  they are 
actually  communicating  with  other  family  members  or 
warning  non‐family  members  away  from  their  territory. 
Later in the summer you may hear the pups practicing the 
howling. Coyotes will  also howl  to distract attention away 
from a den site if they feel threatened. 

Although seeing a wild animal the size of a coyote 
in your neighborhood can be disconcerting,  in many areas 
coyotes and humans are learning to peacefully coexist.  

There are steps we can all take to prevent encounters of the 
too‐close‐for‐comfort kind.  

 Feed pets indoors.  Outdoor  feeding  attracts  tur‐
keys, raccoons, skunks and coyotes. 

 Keep bird feeding areas clean. Seed on the ground 
attracts wild animals. 

 Keep your pets safe.  Although  free  roaming  pets 
are more  likely  to be killed by cars than wild animals, 
coyotes  view  cats  and  small  dogs  as  food,  and  larger 
dogs as competition. Always keep dogs on a leash while 
out walking. 

 Don’t feed or try to pet coyotes.  Feeding, whether 
done purposefully or not, can cause coyotes to act tame 
and over time lead to bold behavior. 

 Secure your garbage.  In some areas people are en‐
couraged to put trash cans out the morning of pickup, 

rather than leave them outside overnight when coyotes 
are more active. Although  there have been no  reports 
of  coyotes  disturbing  trash  cans  here,  waiting  until 
morning to put them out for pick up could help prevent 
coyotes from getting into the trash. 

 Avoid areas where coyotes may have a den or be 
hiding or feeding pups. This is especially important 
during pup season, which is April through August. 

There  are ways  to  discourage  coyotes.  Do  not  let 
them  intimidate  you.  Wave  your  arms,  make  a  noise,  or 
walk  toward  them.  Using  loud  noises  or  bright  lights will 
scare them. Picking up a small object and throwing it at the 
animal will also frighten them, as will spraying them in the 
face with a hose. If you are walking a pet and spot a coyote, 
pick up your pet immediately.  

At  the  March  Board  of  Directors  meeting  several 
homeowners  voiced  their  concerns  about  the  increased 
sightings of coyotes here. One homeowner lost her cat to a 
coyote, which attacked during the day. Homeowners whose 
homes  back  up  to  the  former  Briggs  property  between 
Monticello  and  San  Angelo  report  seeing  the  coyotes  use 
that area as a thoroughfare. Though more often seen in late 
afternoon or  early mornings,  coyotes  have  also  been  seen 
by  our  crews  during  the  day.  Obviously,  increased  coyote 
activity is a concern. The Board will address the issue at the 
April meeting.  In  the meantime,  it  is  important  for  home‐
owners to make sure that we are not doing anything which 
attracts the coyotes. As with any wild animal, exercise cau‐
tion if you spot a coyote. 
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General Manager’s Report 
By: Paul Schorno 

 A significant portion of your monthly homeowner 
association fees is earmarked as Reserve contribution, 
which finances those expensive repairs, replacement and 
improvements of common element components. The budg-
et process each year includes updating the Reserve plan or 
program and involves the official review by Reserve spe-
cialists, who provide funding recommendations for each of 
the 15 components of Crosswoods’ Reserves. The amount 
of funding for each component is dependent in large part, 
on what is projected to be spent on each over the next year 
or two. For 2013, this is evident in the heavy funding for 
siding and paint (dry-rot repairs), flat roofs, concrete drive-
ways and sewer line replacement.  

 Two lesser funded categories, but noteworthy cate-
gories for 2013, include Pools and Fences. This coincides 
with improvements planned for each of the 3 swimming 
pools and one exclusively for the Main Pool, which calls for 
replacing the wooden wire-mesh fence currently in place 
around the office pool with an 8 foot high wrought iron fence 
similar to that enclosing the Retreat Pool. Over the past 2 
seasons, there have been reports and even observations 
by staff of individuals scaling the existing wooden fence to 
access this attractive amenity to swim in water that is heat-
ed to 85 degrees.  Furthermore, for each of the 3 pool are-
as, the Board of Directors is currently considering a sizable 
expenditure to replace the standard key entry systems with 
digitized proximity card reader system, which in turn will 
greatly improve access restrictions for unauthorized users, 
most particularly, those homeowners who are not current in 
paying assessments. It will also allow easy monitoring of 
pool area usage or entry at each of the pools as well as 
impose controls by restricting hours of entry and restricting 
users the latter being employees who would have no need 
to be in the pool areas on weekends.  

 The new fence should be in place by early May. 
With regard to a new access system, the Board will make a 
final decision during their April 24th meeting, in which case, 
if this proximity card reader system is approved for installa-
tion, pool users will be notified to exchange keys for cards 
prior to swimming pool opening on Memorial Day week-
end .  

 The cost of major repairs and replacement, includ-
ing a new fence and access control systems will always be 
very expensive, but can more readily be attained without 
stress and anxiety through a well-planned Reserve program 
– much like the one that is in place here in Crosswoods.      

Rental Occupancy  
 In 2008, the Second Restated CC&Rs were 
approved by the membership, recorded and distributed 
to all owners.  You may recall there is a provision in 
which limits the number of rental homes to a maximum 
of 20% within the Association.   

 There are 451 homes in Crosswoods and the 
current percentage of “approved” rentals has now 
climbed to 17%.  

 Why might this information be important to 
you?  If you are currently renting your home and have 
not received approval, you may be at risk of losing your 
status as a rental. If you plan on renting your unit in the 
future you will need to obtain prior approval from the 
Board.   

 To keep your rental status, be sure to provide 
to the office, and keep current, your tenants infor-
mation.  You can do this by completing a “Rental Up-
date” form available in the office. 

 To obtain Board approval, complete an 
“Application of Intent to Rent”, also available in the of-
fice. The Board reviews these applications at their 
monthly Board meetings.   

 

WORK ORDER UPDATE 
In addition to the regularly performed maintenance du-
ties, your Facilities and Landscape crews continue to 
address your submitted work orders. Below is a com-
parison of February 2012 and February 2013 work or-
der data.  

2012 February    Landscape Facilities 

Beginning Open:      29      41 

Open during month:      20      23 

Closed during month:      22      11 

Ending Open:       27      53 

 

2013  February    Landscape Facilities 

Beginning Open:      15      22 

Open during month:      28      19 

Closed during month:      27      14 

Ending Open:     16     27 
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Save the Date 

Meet Your Neighbors 

Saturday, June 8th, 2013 

5Pm-7Pm  

Crosswoods Main Pool Area 
 

President’s Column  
(Continued from Pg..1) 

 As you all know, rainfall totals this year have 
been below average. Consequently, sprinklers had 
to be turned on earlier than usual, though recent 
rains have enabled us to cut back on watering. We 
will be watching water use carefully this summer, 
because water use is one of the most significant 
expenses in our operating budget. It is important for 

us to balance keeping the area looking good with 
the cost of irrigating. This has been, and will contin-
ue to be, a priority of the Board. 

 Finally, please remember that trash and re-
cycling cans should be put out no earlier than 
Thursday afternoon and returned to your garage as 
soon as possible after pick up on Friday. Doing so 
is an easy way to help keep our neighborhood look-
ing well-kept. 

Crosswoods Homeowners  Association  
Office Hours:  Mon, Tues & Thurs : 10am-4pm 

Wed: 10am-6pm  and Fri: 10am–3pm 

BOARD MEETING UPDATE 
A Regular Board meeting was held on February 27th 
and March 27th.  Some of the actions were as fol-
lows: 

 Approved Rental Applications: 2013-01, 2013-02, 
2013-03, 2013-04 and 2013-05. 

 Approved Landscape Applications: 1545-1549. 

 Approved ACC Applications: 3606 and 3607 

 Approved the 2012 Financial Review completed 
by Propp, Christensen & Caniglia LLP. 

 Approved 2013 Flat Roof Replacement schedule 
and the work to be performed by Summit Roof-
ing, Co. 

 Approved the bid submitted by Fence America 
for a new perimeter fence around the Main Pool. 

 Approved the new date for “Meet Your Neigh-
bors” to June 8, 2013.    

 

There’s SPACE in the  

RV Lot 
 There are still vacancies in the RV Lot. 
Homeowners may store their boat or recrea-
tional vehicle for just $20 per month. The RV 
Lot Rules allow a homeowner to sponsor a 
friend or relative’s use of the lot at a cost of 
$30 per month. If you need a place to store 
your boat, trailer or RV, or you know some-
one who does, contact Jaz in the office for 
details and additional information. 
 

Know your RULES 
To avoid a violation and potential fine, please read 
and comply with the established association regula-
tions.  The governing documents and established 
rules are intended to enhance and maintain the val-
ue of our beautiful community.  

Article 26 of the Crosswoods HOA Rules:  

Trash Disposal 
26.1 Trash and recycling containers must be kept 

closed and stored completely out of view from the 
Common Area or any other residence. 

26.2  Containers may be placed at the curb no earlier 
than the evening before pick up and returned to 
the residence no more than 12 hours after pick up. 

26.3  All trash must be placed in either the trash or recy-
cling  containers. 

26.4  Recycling containers may only be placed on 
Crosswoods Circle, no earlier than the evening be-
fore pick up and returned to the residence no 
more than 12 hours after pick up.  


